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Medications and 

Labwork—  
How do we protect your 

pet? 

Greenville: 616-754-4992 
Lakeview:  989-352-6684 

We will provide the excellent care 

you want for your best friend 

 

Standard of Care 

When people go to their physician each year, it is 

typical to have a urinalysis, a blood panel, and a com-

plete blood cell count.  This is all considered part of 

the comprehensive physical exam which should be 

done every year. 

Our pets should be treated similarly.  For most of our 

patients on chronic medication, they are over the age 

of seven.  All patients over seven should have yearly 

blood work as part of their comprehensive physical 

exam.  So the follow up testing required to continue 

prescription medications or foods is just part of their 

yearly care. 

Our goal as always is to keep our patients healthy and 

as comfortable as possible. 

We encourage you to ask questions because we want 

you to understand as much about your pet as you can. 

Thank you for the privilege of taking care of your 

furry friend. 

Follow Up                

Information 

More information can be found on our 

website at www.tcanimalclinic.com.  

There are articles on many of the      

conditions and illnesses that are common 

to pets. 

Age of 

Pet 

Pets up to 

20 lbs 

Pets up to 

50 lbs 

Pets up to 

90 lbs 

5 36 37 40 

6 40 42 45 

7 44 47 50 

8 48 51 55 

9 52 56 61 

10 56 60 66 

11 60 65 72 

12 64 69 77 

13 68 74 82 

14 72 78 88 

15 76 83 93 

16 80 87 99 

How Old Is My Pet? 

Pets do age differently than people.  We 

know larger pets typically age faster than 

smaller pets.  The following table gives an 

approximate human age for the age of your 

pet based on years and weight. 



What kind of follow up care does my pet need? 

All pets need Love and Companionship.  

To complement these two essential      

ingredients we also need to provide follow 

up care to maximize their quality of life 

and their length of life. 

Your pets are precious friends.  They are 

on medication or have a health condition 

that must be monitored. These are the 

steps you can take to decrease your pet’s 

risk and enhance their lives. 

Some pets require medications daily to 

maintain a high quality of life.  Medications 

such as insulin for diabetes, phenobarbital 

for seizures, thyroid supplementation and  

osteoarthritis drugs are all commonly used 

for the good of our furry friends. 

All medications come with the potential 

for side effects  for short term and long 

term use.  Please remember that most pets 

tolerate their medications very well with-

out serious problems developing but just 

as with people on medication, we must do 

laboratory tests in order to properly follow 

up. 

This pamphlet lists the common drugs 

and conditions that require proper  

follow up in order for your pet to     

continue using prescription medica-

tions or prescription foods from our 

office. 

 

Medications that require 

blood work every year 

Methimazole for hyperthyroid (cats) 

 Testing for thyroid levels 

Levothyroxine for hypothyroid (dogs) 

 Testing for thyroid levels 

Phenobarbital for seizures (dogs) 

 Testing for phenobarbital levels 

 Testing for the liver and kidneys 

 

Carprofen for osteoarthritis (dogs) 

 Testing for the liver and kidneys 

Deracoxib for osteoarthritis (dogs) 

 Testing for the liver and kidneys 

Meloxicam for osteoarthritis (dogs and cats) 

 Testing for the liver and kidneys 

 

Enalapril for Heart Disease 

 Testing for liver, kidneys, and electrolytes 

Selegilene for Canine Cognitive Disorder 

 Testing for liver, kidneys, and a CBC 

Prednisone for chronic allergies 

 Testing for liver and kidneys 

 

Phenylpropanalamine for incontinence 

 Testing for liver and kidneys 

Diethylstilbesterol for incontinence 

 Testing for liver and kidneys 

 Complete Blood Cell Count (CBC) 

Conditions that      

require lab work      

periodically 

Urinalysis quarterly for cats or dogs 
following a diagnosis of bladder stones 

Twice yearly exam, blood sugar, and 
urinalysis following a diagnosis of    
diabetes mellitus. 

 

All pets should have twice yearly exams 

because they do age much quicker than 

people.  A year in the life of a pet is  

comparable to 5—7 years in a person. 

We recommend that the wellness    

physical be done at the same time as 

vaccinations and the comprehensive 

exam be done at the same time as the 

labwork. 

This helps us to find any medical     

problems early so that we can help your 

pet to the best of our ability.  This also 

helps us to maximize your pet’s health 

and lifespan.  We want to provide the 

excellent care you want for your best 

friend. 

When should we do 

the labwork? 


